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some other labor organizations.'' While he had
never joined the Democratic party, he had felt
it to be his duty "to affiliate with that party in
this House, in my State, and in my district,
whenever it was practicable, through the action
of separate conventions, because I believe the
Democratic party is nearer to the people than
the Republican party, and because I find more
friends there for the principles which I repre-
sent than in any other party outside of my own.

"But while thus affiliating, it has been done
in the frankest possible manner and with the
distinct knowledge that I reserve my independ-
ence and the right to strike at wrong wherever
found, and .... I have been fearless in the
exercise of my independence. I have nothing
to conceal here. Those old extracts have been
read in all the campaigns in Iowa for the past
decade, until they sound like extracts from
ancient history. The Democrats there have
said, 'Yes, he did hit us hard, but we hit him
just as hard, and the account is square; and we
prefer him to any monopoly Eepublican that
can be put up in the State'."235 *

Developments in Iowa politics during these
same years also throw light upon political con-
ditions. Early in June, 1887, a State conven-
tion was held at Marshalltown under the name
of Union Labor, although very few labor men
were present. There was two factions, one led